
Sapperton School:  Periodic update to Sapperton & Frampton Mansell 
Parish Council 

 
The School continues to remain in rude health with pupil numbers fluctuating around 
the low to mid 70s.  This number is expected to remain roughly constant for the 
foreseeable future and may also increase slightly with the imminent closure of Christ 
Church Primary School in Chalford.  The village of Coates remains the largest source 
of our children although an increasing number of families in Cirencester have been 
attracted to our school because of its strong Church of England based foundation.  This 
is particularly true for those children who failed to gain places in the heavily over-
subscribed Powell’s CofE Primary, the largest faith school in our immediate area.  
 
Turning to the financial situation, last year’s revision to the national funding formula for 
small schools resulted in a slightly increased budgetary provision which has been most 
welcome.  However, this gain was partially offset by the Covid-19 induced loss of big 
fund-raising events, such as the Cotswold Highland Games.  Nevertheless, a small 
surplus was still retained and this was put to good use in updating the school’s IT 
facilities and various landscaping works around the rear of the school.  The governing 
body are particularly pleased with these latter developments as they have vastly 
improved the available outdoor play and teaching spaces, and have also greatly 
improved the aesthetics of the School. 
 
Finally, the big elephant in the room, Covid-19:   Clearly, and like everywhere else, this 
has had a major impact on all of our normal activities.  The School, under the very 
capable leadership of Mr Matt Blacker, the Head Teacher, has followed all Government 
instructions to the letter and has gone out of it’s way to maintain the highest standards 
of educational provision for all children.  While it has obviously not been possible to 
maintain all outputs – for instance there were no SATS Examinations for 7 and 11 year 
olds in 2020, and other activities such as swimming have had to be cancelled – we 
have kept as many of our “standard” curricular events going as is physically possible.  
For example, Sports Day(s) went ahead, although to remain within the guidance on 
“social bubbles” it was necessary to hold a separate event for each year, and “virtual” 
assemblies and teaching via “Google Classroom” have been added to the suite of 
teaching methods.   
 
For the record, the School operated in the following manner throughout the Covid-19 
period: 
 

• From 23 March 2021 – School open only to the “children of essential workers.”  
This resulted in an average number of 5 - 6 children in school every day with 
the remainder being taught by Zoom; 

• From 8 June 2021 – School reopened for Reception and Years 1 & 6 (plus 
children of essential workers), approximately 50% of pupils; 

• From the start of September – all children retumed and normal operation 
resumed until an isolated case of Covid-19 was identified requiring the School 
to close fully from 07-17 December.  Thankfully, the person involved made a 
full recovery and no one else was infected. The School reopened on 18 
December for 1 week before Christmas; 

• From 4 January 2021 – in accordance with the restrictions listed in national 
guidelines the School reopened to all pupils.  A full reopening, and removal of 
remaining restrictions, took place on 8 March. 

 
It should be noted that the workload of School staff, who have effectively been running 
2 schools, the real one and the virtual one, throughout the above periods has been 



excessive.  The Governing Body extend their gratitude to all the Staff in recognition of 
this exceptional level of service and dedication. 
 
Dickie Randall 
Chair of the Governing Body  


